


Boy, that 
accelerated 
quickly, I 
mean that 
really got out 
of hand fast!   

We didn’t even make it to the New 
Year before the storm waves paid us a 
visit.  Starting on December 29th and 
going all the way through New Year’s 
Day, the West Yard and parking lot 
were absolutely pummeled by wall 
after wall of water.  The 15’+ waves 
on top of a high tide of 6’ was just too 
much for the break wall to hold back.  
Fortunately for us, wise members 
saw what was coming and hoisted the 
aluminum gang plank ramp up off 
the remaining winter docks, which 
probably saved us $30,000.  We did 
have one dock piece get smashed apart, 
and a portion of another, but are well 
underway to get this put back together 
again.

Erika Lieser jumps out of the ß oodwaters in Optiland.

Painfully, for the second time in less 
than 12 months, the King Harbor 
Youth Foundation Plotis, FJs, racks, 
and trailers ended up in a twisted pile 
of debris.  

The Plotis 
held up pretty 
well, but one 
trailer piece 
went through 
an FJ bow 
like a hot 
knife through 
butter.  
Those kind KHYC members who are 
motivated to help KHYF put ourselves 
back together (again) can make a 
tax-deductible donation or a monthly 

reoccurring donation through your 
monthly KHYC bill.  Please talk with 
the ofÞ ce if you’d like to help!  Also, I 
will be auctioning off an extremely 
valuable asset at the Commodore’s 
Party to help!  

Sadly the other impact of the storm 
was that the City had no choice 
but to shut down the club for 4 
days, including the New Year’s Eve 
Party and New Year’s day brunch.  
Fortunately, we just rescheduled 
them for the next weekend and had 
an amazing time!  One thing I take 
away from all of this is that while our 
views are great, this little pile of rocks 
on which the Yacht Club is built; is 
certainly not conducive to a for-proÞ t 
restaurant or hotel building.  Imagine 
the reaction if the police shut down the 
Shade Hotel for New Years Eve?  It 
would be pandemonium!

The other notable event every January 
is the Þ rst race of the year:  DRYC’s 
Malibu Return race, aka Malibu-
and-motor-home race.  TriggerÞ sh V 
set out with a hearty crew of KHYC 
racers, enjoying ourselves as always.  
The breeze started light at 6 knots, 
dropping down to 2 knots, then 1 knot, 
before disappearing entirely.  TFV 
ran out of time to Þ nish ahead of the 
deadline and motored home.  It was 
Déjà vu all over again…. 

Another important date for your 
calendar:  The Commodore’s Cruise to 
Cat Harbor!  KHYC is renting DRYC’s 
Schultz’s Landing in Cat Harbor for 
the weekend of June 28-30, and I 
hope to see everyone there.  Have a 
boat?  Sail to Cat Harbor and pick 
up a mooring, or stay on your own 
mooring ball at Isthmus Harbor and 
walk the mile to join the parties.  Don’t 
have a boat at all?  No Problem!  Take 
Catalina Express to Two Harbors and 
either tent camp at Shultz’s Landing 
or reserve a room at the Banning 
House.  No one should miss this 
great weekend!

This is how we win:  great 
perseverance, great events, great 
members:  King Harbor Yacht Club!



January 2024 
began with 
a storm that 
postponed our 
NYE Party and 
Commodore’s 
Brunch by one 
week.

But quick thinking and quick action 
by the front ofÞ ce personnel, helped 
Robyn Solimando (Social Chair) and 
Julie Moore (Music Chair) to make 
the following weekend as eventful as 
expected, or more!  

Thank you to all who came to the NYE 
party reboot and the new brunch date; 
making them a blast!  We saw lots of 
smiles at the generous pours from 
the Flag OfÞ cers, and of course, we 
enjoyed giving them.  

Meanwhile, the Super Bowl Party on 
February 11, starting at 2:30pm, is on 
our sights!

The 2024 race season got started with 
DRYC’s Berger/Stein #1 Malibu and 
Return Race on January 6. Twelve 
KHYC boats registered: No Way!, 
Soulshine, Bella Vita, Renegade, 
Expression Session, TriggerÞ sh, 
Huckleberry2, Vela, Blue Haven, El 
Encanto, Mare’zia and Hopscotch.  
However, although it was a beautiful 
sunny day, wind conditions were very 
light and even with the shortened 
courses, many boats couldn’t Þ nish.  
The good news is that El Encanto 
(Jeff Gentry) and Mare’zia won 1st 
places in the Cruising B and A classes, 
respectively!  Congratulations!  And 
thank you to all the KHYC boats for a 
solid showing up, beginning the 2024 
season with what appears to be the 

start of a great 2024 year for KHYC 
racing!

The SCYA Installation and Awards at 
West lake Yacht Club on January 13 
was an awesome event with S/C Mark 
Hansen, Deborah Hansen, S/C Lee 
Coller, Lorraine Coller, Chris Gillum, 
Liz Hjorth, Jennifer Paquette and 
myself for KHYC.  Congratulations 
to SCYA Secretary Lorraine Coller 
for receiving the SCYA Commodore’s 
Award and for S/C Lee Coller moving 
up to SCYA Vice Commodore!  S/C 
Mark Hansen is also Staff Commodore 
for SCYA!

Due to a superb job by Katie 
Gonzales putting together the award 
submission, KHYC was awarded the 
2023 Senior Club of the Year!

The ASMBYC Installation 
Brunch was hosted by KHYC on 
January 14 and congrats and good 
luck to Zafar Khan who is their 
Commodore for 2024!  R/C Denny 
Browne was M/C, Commodore Andy 
Beggs provided a warm welcome 
and David Doeh, the ASMBYC High 
Point Series Coordinator and past 
winner of ASMBYC Yachtsman of the 
Year, awarded the high point series 
trophies. The Home Harbor Perpetual 
Trophy was awarded to Mare’zia.  
KHYC got bragging rights for the club 
with the most high point series points!  
The next high point series races are 
Berger/Stein #2 South Bay Tour on 
March 2 and our KHYC Spinnaker 
Series #1 Stoney Point on March 16.  

“A big congratulations to our very own 
Parker Johnson who won the ASMBYC 
Youth Award!” KHYC Competes!



We have 
had exciting 
January 
rough 
weather to 
deal with 
this year!

 
Our docks were imperiled again, 
even with most of them removed. But 
thanks to Port Captain Ski Tarnoski, 
S/C Greg Ronkainan, Tom Marland 
and Jeff  Chambers who fi gured out 
how to mitigate the risk in the middle 
of the storm, only some minor damage 
occurred.

We were fortunate that the recent King 
Tide, right on the heels of our previous 
storm, didn’t infl ict more damage on 
the docks. Both high and low tide levels 
are exaggerated during a King Tide, 
and our west dock actually fi nds itself 
on the bottom. This creates damage to 
the fl oats and diffi  culty for the Youth 
Foundation sailors to launch their boats.

As some of you are aware, dredging 
of the harbor is scheduled to begin on 
or about February 1st and it will take 
about six weeks to complete. This will 
mitigate some of the risk to the docks 
during future storms, and will help 

the Youth Foundation sailors to spend 
more time on the water and less time 
trying to get their boats into it. The 
dredging will remove about 60,000 
cubic yards of bottom material from 
the harbor and relocate it to the beach 
along the Avenues. This will be a big 
help, as our end of the harbor has been 
fi lling up with sand and rocks from the 
storms which push sand through the 
breakwater. The dredging equipment 
will begin to arrive in the last week of 
January.

How about the new paint job, the new 
glass door and our beautiful gardens? 
Our club is looking better than it has for 
years. Special thanks to House and Art 
Chair Rosie Vullo and John LoBue, for 
doing such a great job rooting out the 
problems and selecting and managing 
the contractors to get our club looking 
beautiful. And special thanks to S/C 
Francie Hope and S/C Burr Hope for 
making our gardens more beautiful 
than I ever remember them being, and 
for rescuing them from the saltwater 
assault that we seem to be dealing with 
from time to time.
This is indeed a special place to be, and 
I look forward to seeing you around the 
club soon!



open 
   

Celebration of Life for Craig Howard, KHYC Member # 1804
Saturday, February 17th, 2024.

Burial at Sea - Boats will leave the KHYC docks at 9:30 am. All of Craig’s 
family and friends are invited to attend. Club members with boats are needed. Please 
call the club to offer the use of your boat or to let them know you want to go out on a 
boat. Celebration of life at 11:00 am - There will be a buffet, appetizers 
and an open bar on the upper deck of KHYC. All of Craig’s family and friends are 
invited to attend. Craig enjoyed the KHYC and had been an active member since 
1999. He created many friendships at the club and was a member of the Fishing 
and Power Boat Fleets. He was not only skilled in navigating the waters, but also in 
bringing joy and happiness to those around him, who were sharing his adventures!



In January, the Cruising Fleet held its Installation of New Offi  cers: Fleet Captain 
Katie Gonzalez, Secretary Jaime Gallagher and Treasurer Rich Boyle.  The Fleet has 
many exciting events and cruises planned this year.  
All KHYC members are welcome to attend the following upcoming events.  
Tues February 13th 7:00pm Lower Deck.  Presentation on South Pacifi c Sailing 
Adventures presented by Kellie Fennessy and Mike Priest.
Tues March 12th 7:00pm Upper Deck. Presentation on Cruising in the Channel 
Islands presented by KHYC Members V/C James Lee, Mike Galloway, Mark 
Folkman and Keith Angel.





After our usual January hiatus, the Night 
Watch Fleet kicks off  2024 with our meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 6th, where S/C 
Norie Martin will swear in our 2024 Of-
fi cers.  Sara Martin has graciously agreed 
to return as our irrepressible Skipper, sup-
ported by a great team -- plan on coming to 
the meeting to welcome them to the tasks 
ahead! 

The group will also discuss plans for the 
rest of the year. We welcome all women 
of  KHYC to participate in our activities, 
which include:  hands-on development of 
our boating skills; fun and creative art; and 
personal pampering programs. 

We have also been known to take a trip or 
two; over the years we have taken the Wine 
Train to Santa Barbara and weekend trips 
to Catalina Island. In addition to handling 
guest registration at KHYC’s Opening Day, 
the NWF also typically hosts an annual 
Cinco de Mayo party. We can’t wait to see 
what this year has in store for us!

Our specialty is fun and festivity, and all 
KHYC women are always welcome to at-
tend our meetings. We typically start our 
potluck dinner around 6:30, followed by 
our meeting. Keep up to date on events by 
bookmarking the NWF webpage at https://
khyc.org/group/pages/club-ø eet.  

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY from the 
Merchandise Store.  Our model this month 
is our S/C Norie Martin.  She is well known 
throughout the club, involved in many ß eets, 
received many awards, and is the Þ rst mates 
mixologist, an all around yacht club member.  
She is modeling a pale yellow long sleeve 
tee with a ß uffy oatmeal vest.  Looking good 
Norie.  A new year and you probably all need 
new hats, windbreakers, sweatshirts & shirts.  
Ladies, yacht club scarf’s are now available for 
opening day. Email: tajett@earthlink.net.



In January we started the year by reviewing 
“Homo Deus” by Yuval Noah Harari. The 
book sets out to examine possibilities of 
the future of Homo Sapiens. The premise 
outlines that during the 21st century, 
humanity is likely to make a signiÞ cant 
attempt to gain happiness, immortality, and 
God-like powers.

 Throughout the book, Harari 
openly speculates various ways 
that this ambition might be 
real and in the Þ rst 78 pages 
of this book’s introduction 
Harari wrote so much 

information in a small 
expanse of a few paragraphs 

that the book seemed overbearing! So at 
Þ rst, the general consensus was that we 
should have read Sapiens Þ rst because it 
was written before Homo Deus and because 
maybe that information would have made 
this book’s introduction easier to read. But 
on second thought, I think he did that on 
purpose to create tension and emphasise the 
calamitous condition of the world he was 
describing in this book. 

Then, when part one begins with: 
Homo Sapiens Conquers the World 
the tone of the writing style relaxes 
and the book becomes easier to read 
and you realize that it does not matter 
whether you read Sapiens before or after 
Homo Deus, as the author does repeat the 
pertinent information in the second book, as 
he develops the subject related to the Þ rst 
book... Like a movie ß ash back! 

While researching about “Sapiens” I ran 
into the following remarks: “It is an iron 
rule of history that what looks inevitable 
in hindsight was far from obvious at the 
time.’Harari’s hindsight in Sapiens is a 
wide 70,000-year canvas, a grand-scheme 
history of homo sapiens and a work of 
sometimes jaw-dropping surprises. How 
exciting that Harari has reinterpreted this 
unconventional, provoking and thoughtful 
book into graphic narrative form. The 
illustrations and the distillation of the 
arching story to a cinematic telling will 
capture new readers and captivate those 
already familiar”. Barnes and Noble.
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