


It’s 2024, and 
welcome to it!  
This is my year 
at the helm 
for KHYC, 
and I am 
excited for this 
opportunity. 

I will do my best for you this year, 
and hope that we all have a lot of fun 
along the way.  Not everyone is going 
to agree with every decision I make, 
but if I’m doing my job right, most of 
you will.  I’d like to start the year by 
explaining my priorities for the club. 

First, I’d like to recommit myself and 
all of us to be welcoming at the KHYC.  
Yes, we’re a private club for the beneÞ t 
of members, but we’re are also part of 
a community that includes potential 
new members, friends and family of 
fellow members, and other guests that 
we host at our facilities.  We need to 
work to make sure we are seen as 
good people doing good things for each 
other in our little corner of the PaciÞ c.  
Please remember that a person at the 
club that you don’t recognize is most 
likely a potential new member or a 
guest.  Welcome them!

Second, as we proceed towards a 
new lease in the marina, we will 
need to step up our visibility in the 
community.  Between the club and 
our Youth Foundation, we do a lot 
for the community, but we need to 
do better at getting recognized for 
this work and we need to do more.  
Our recent Holiday Boat parade is a 
great example:  Pat Light organized 
a wonderful event and also secured 
us front page coverage in the Beach 
Reporter!  That’s great PR for us, and 
we need to continue our outreach to 
the City government, the local Schools, 
and the Harbor community as a whole. 
I’m looking for KHYC to be seen doing 
more and more in the community. 

Following on that point, a major 
priority of our club for some time is 
reaching our allowed membership 
amount of 550.  If we can hold to 550 
members and maintain a wait list, 
we will be ensuring that our future 

is strong and getting stronger. It will 
make budgeting much easier and our 
ability to increase services better. 
It will grow our new building fund 
quicker.  Having a wait list will also 
increase demand to join, reinforcing 
the strength of the organization.  All 
of us can play an important role in 
recruiting members!  If you bring 
a candidate forward, register them 
at the ofÞ ce, and they join, you will 
receive $500 food and beverage credit, 
and the new member will also receive 
a $500 food and beverage credit.  I’m 
hoping that this program will provide 
the nudge that you all need to lean 
into this effort.  If all of us brought 
forward one candidate, we’d be at our 
capacity all the time! We will continue 
to invest in our current facility, even 
as we save for a new one.  It’s vitally 
important that we have a high-quality 
experience here at the club, which 
means lots of upkeep and replacement 
of older assets.  Look for noticeable 
improvements around the club this 
year.

Finally, we are going to work to deliver 
amazing experiences for all of us. The 
King Harbor Yacht Club will look to 
compete in sailing, in Þ shing, and for 
recognition as a major club on the West 
Coast, and in the country.  We will 
create cruising experiences and parties 
that will be indelible memories for all 
of us.  This already started at the New 
Years Eve party which happened a few 
days before you received this Telltale, 
and continues with the Commodore’s 
Ball on Saturday night, February 3rd.  
Its winter, and we’re having this party 
at my favorite place, King Harbor 
Yacht Club!  This party has been 
inspired by all my fellow members 
who made me jealous last year with 
cruising trips to the BVI’s and other 
exotic locations. This will be a summer 
beach party in February.  Please plan 
on joining in. Contact the ofÞ ce for 
more information.  See you on Feb 3rd! 

This is how we win:  great kindness, 
great community, great club. If you are 
interested in participating in cruises 
around Southern California? Then, 
please be proactive! 

Happy New Year!



So many 
great things 
happening at 
the end of 2023 
at KHYC!  The 
Christmas 
Regatta, Holiday 
Boat Parade, 

Christmas Party and then, New 
Year’s Eve Party! Another event in 
particular that is always a treat to 
see is the Annual Dock Removal.  
Having had to get to know the 
docks much more intimately this 
year, it was heartwarming to see 
the super response by volunteers 
to remove the docks safely and so 
efÞ ciently.  Special thanks goes to 
Jody Davis who furnished and drove 
the forklift making quick work of 
moving the docks around.  Others 
who helped are Tom Priest, S/C Burr 
Hope, S/C Lee Coller, Gary SoÞ a, 
Tom Marland, Ski Tarnosky, Steve 
Ruffoni, Brian Lindquist, Tom Allen, 
Kelly McMartin, John Whittaker, 
Mark Scharoun and Chris Morris. 
Also helping S/C Greg Ronkainan, 
Steve Izant, Commodore Andy Beggs, 
Roger O’Conner, Dan Gonzalez, Mark 
Keller, Pat Lenehan, Tony Mallare, 
Don Souther and Director and soon to 
be Rear Commodore Denny Browne.   
Thank you to the Galley for providing 
coffee, donuts and lunch for all the 
volunteers! 

As many of you know, I was scheduled 
to give a presentation on my Atlantic 
crossing on December 12 and I 
barely made it stepping off the boat 
in Saint Lucia on December 9 then 
trying to ß y back home as soon 
as I could which ended up being 
midnight December 11.  Plus, I had 
to create the presentation.  I was very 
pleased to have made it in time and 
deliver a presentation that seemed 
to have gone well.  Everyone had 
great questions and I felt like I was 
reliving the trip... I still hadn’t quite 
gotten my land legs back yet!  I will 
be repeating the presentation at the 
General Meeting on February 23 for 
those that didn’t make this one.  

In April 2023, I brought the 
owners to KHYC for brunch,
while I was Rear Commodore. 
A huge thank you to House & Art 
Chair Rosie Vullo, Burgee Chair S/C 
Tracey McMartin, Committee Boat & 
Marks Jeff Chambers, Dock Master 
Tom Marland, Garden Chair S/C 
Francie Hope, Merchandise Chair 
Clara Jett, Port Captain Ski Tarnosky 
and Security Brian Hanhart.  Your 
help and dedication are very much 
appreciated!  

I’m so looking forward to working 
with everyone as Vice Commodore for 
2024!  

             Go KHYC!



Hope you’re 
all on a fast 
recovery from 
a wonderful 
holiday 
season, and 
you’re ready 
to jump back 

in, 2024!

The King Harbor Christmas Regatta 
last year was the best attended in a 
long time, with 41 boats entered and 
they all showed up! Our Famous King 
Harbor Boat Parade was next, and it 
also was another great success.

As I write this, we haven’t had 
our KHYC Christmas Party or our 
famous New Year’s Eve Party, but 
my letter is due today! They will  
both turn out to have been smashing 
successes and I hope to have seen 
many of you there for these annual 
signature gatherings at KHYC.

For those of you whom I have not 
met yet, I would like to share a bit 
about the Browne Family. My wife, 
Deb, and I moved to Redondo Beach 
in 1990 from Philadelphia, and after 
running a couple of marathons (the 
Þ rst one on a bet), sailing or golf 
seemed like a much...much better 
Þ t for me. Golf looked to be like the 
more time consuming sport (wrong!), 
so I took sailing lessons from Marina 
Sailing and someone told me that the 
best way to learn to sail was to race.  
Two Catalina 320s later, I bought 
RENEGADE, a Beneteau First 10R 

with a friend (Jack Faucett) to pry 
him off Marty Burke’s Bella Vita. 
I retired at the onset of the Covid 
shutdown, and we sailed a hundred 
days in the Þ rst year. These were 
mostly rabbit starts at S-Mark, with 
No Way, Hot Rum and a couple of 
others from time to time. 

Serving as Handicap Racing Fleet 
Skipper, under Race Chairs S/C 
Burr Hope in 2021 and R/C James 
Lee in 2022 taught me about race 
management and got me acquainted 
with a lot more KHYC members. 
Serving as a Director last year, and 
Rear Commodore this year are an 
honor. Rear Commodore was enticing, 
as Junior Staff Commodore Dorian 
Harris, Commodore Andy Beggs, Vice 
Commodore James Lee and I share a 
love for racing and it’s a pleasure to 
work with them all. 

But KHYC is far from just sailing, our 
club has many ß eets and activities to 
entice us all. I’m eager to learn more 
about all of them.

Special thanks go out in 2024 to 
Rosie Vullo, Tracey McMartin, Sandy 
Bartiromo, Ski Tarnosky, S/C Francie 
Hope, Jeff Chambers, Clara Jett, 
Greg Ronkainen, Tom Marland and 
Brian Hanhart, Chairs of House 
and Art, Gardening, Burgee, Race 
Marks, Docks, Merchandise, Port and 
Security. I look forward to working 
with this team of experienced leaders 
and meeting a lot more of you!
   Happy New Year, KHYC!



“Great fun”

This year’s Holiday Boat Parade was nothing less than SPECTACULAR.  I was 
worried when only three boats were registered a week out, but someone had warned 
me the boaters would wait to the last week.  Sure enough, that is exactly what hap-
pened!  In the end, we had 22 boats plus a couple of small boats and kayaks that 
joined the Saturday night fun. This year’s Holiday Boat Parade theme, “It’s a Won-
derful Life”, was jointly presented by King Harbor Yacht Club (KHYC) and Port 
Royal Yacht Club (PRYC), with sponsorship from the King Harbor Association, 
Portofi no Hotel, and Chevron Corporation.  

So here are the 2023 Holiday Boat Parade Trophy Winners:
 Best Overall Award: Aaron Tavakoli, on his sailboat, “Kielana”
 Best Costumes & Music: Julie Coll, “Flying Fiche”
 Best Exceptional Spirit:  Michael Leighton, “Oasis”
 Best Sail Over 32’:  Neal Harkleroad, “Get Busy Livin” 
 Best Power Over 32’:  Mike Grannis, “Triple Net”
 Best Sail Under 32’: Michael Thorpe, “Cirrus”
 Best Power Under 32’: Paul Zambriski, “Just Right”



.



In December, the Cruising Fleet 
celebrated the holidays together at 
the King Harbor Holiday Boat Parade 
followed by a festive holiday brunch 
buffet the next day with over 75 ß eet 
attendees.  

The Fleet also hosted a fascinating 
presentation by Rear Commodore 
James Lee of his 2,700 nm transatlantic 
crossing in the 2023 Atl Atlantic Rally 
for Cruisers (ARC) from Las Palmas, 
Gran Canaria to Saint Lucia aboard a 
new Excess 14 catamaran. 

All KHYC members are invited to  join 
the Cruising Fleet. Boat ownership 
is not required.  Annual ß eet dues 
are only $20 per membership.  The 
Fleet meets on the second Tuesday of 
the month with no-host cocktails at 
6:00pm, potluck at 6:30pm and meeting 
at 7:00pm.  We are currently working 
on our 2024 ß eet calendar and welcome 
all ideas and volunteers to help with 
planning cruises and events.  If you are 
interested in joining the ß eet or have 
any ideas or questions, contact 2024 
Cruising Fleet Captain Katie Gonzalez 
at khyc.cruisingß eet@gmail.com.



“After all the gifts are opened and the 
thrill of the party ends, recall the presents 
are not the highlight, but ‘tis the company 
of friends.” Saint Goth Barney, adopted 
patron saint of the NWF Holiday Gift 

Exchange.
As we reß ect on the year that 

zoomed by for the ß eet, it is Þ tting 
that the spirits of sharing, giving, 

and play were all on full display 
at our Holiday Party and White 

Elephant Gift 
exchange in 

December. Pat 
Light procured 
our turkey and 

ham entrées, 
while over 40 

other members 
and guests 
brought their favorite appetizers, 

sides, and desserts. I have to admit, 
Robyn Solimando’s hot mulled wine 
was my favorite, even though I later 

spilled it all over myself and the ß oor, 
when my [oversized clip-on] earring 

fell off as I was speaking to the crowd 
— thank you, Tracy Williams, for 

your speed-of-lightcleanup on Aisle 
Sara!     

The gifts in the exchange were 
lovely, and the 4’ long framed octopus 

print was one of the more intriguing 
items that changed hands a few 

times! 
 
Next year’s ß eet ofÞ cers will be 

meeting to plan how we’ll best fulÞ ll 
Night Watch traditions and create fun, 
revealing new events. After this year’s 
Ballroom Line dancing, Tapas Demo 
with Chef Marcos, behind the scenes 
tour at the Aquarium of the PaciÞ c, 
a baby shower for 3rd OfÞ cer Tanya 
Rosser, Flying Bowline madness, and 
Holiday Boat Parade decorating, we 
have our work cut out for us! 

The NWF does not meet in 
January. We invite all KHYC women 
to join us on Tuesday, February 6th 
for our next meeting. We start with 
a 6:30pm potluck, followed by a 7:00-
ish meeting…and maybe a surprise 
program!

As always, information about 
our Fleet, scheduled meetings & 
programs, as well as contact info for our 
Fleet’s ofÞ cers, may be found online at 
https://khyc.org/group/pages/night-watch.

Tanay,David and baby Emerson 
demonstrate how to always eat together 
as a family!    All the best to everyone in 2024!

Tom Marland displays his gift
from the exchange, which was 
later taken by some one else.

This month we are featuring our hard-working 
Port Captain and Dock Master, Ski Tarnoski, 
who happens to have been a sailboat racer 
and for a while, he was also a power boater 
(no body is perfect). But now, there is a rumor 
going around, that the only reason he got those 
jobs is because of the dapper clothes he wears. 
Look at that wind breaker! How does he do it?

Sorry Ski, but it is a small community!   



U P CO M I N G  R E V I E W S :

The First Mates had a lot of fun decorating 
the club in late November. Manager Mike 
and his team made sure the club provided a 
nice luncheon for us in return -- not a bad gig 
overall! A few brave men even showed up to 
help us – Thank you to Scott, Gene, and Ivan! 
The real test will come in late December when 
we have to take it all down! Sigh! We will not 
be having a January meeting, but we will be 
back in force for our February 2nd Installation 
Luncheon on the upper deck. If you are not 
currently receiving the FM e-mails but would 
like to, please contact FM Secretary Kathy 
Smith at kmws@aol.com.  Thank you!

In December we reviewed “The New 
Earth” by Jess Row. At Þ rst, while 
reading the Þ rst couple of chapters I 
though: Oh no! Not another book about 
the New York Upper West side by 
another author complaining about his 
family’s point of view of the world no 
less. However, even in this day and age, 
observing what is going on in the world; 
a negative point of view is inevitable. 
But still, how can he say such things 
about his own family? I ask!

Nevertheless, as it often 
happens with some 
authors, after explaining 
(or trying to explain) 
where their own point 
of view is coming from; 

they Þ nally latch into the 
actual book’s subject and the 

narrative begins to make sense while the 
story becomes relevant. Then, and only 
then, reading such a book becomes some 
what interesting. But ofÞ cially, there 
is no hall of fame for unhappy families. 
Even the staunchest Russian novelist

might be hard pressed to match the 
particular gift for dysfunction that 
the Wilcoxes (subjects of Jess Row’s 
sprawling met a Þ ction - The New Earth) 
display with such impressive spirit 
de corps across nearly 600 dense and 
often wildly discursive pages. Death 
and divorce are a given, immigration, 
and crises of faith crowd the margins 
competing with the thousand-year 
conß ict in the Middle East and the 
Zapatistas in Mexico. Incest eventually 
enters the chat, and race hovers over it 
all, a quivering question mark. Despite 
their Anglicized name, the Wilcoxes are 
an immediately recognizable type, New 
York’s Upper West Side Jews long and 
comfortably deÞ ned by the bourgeois 
markers of their “lox-herring-and-
Sunday-Times tribe”, who have fully 
surrendered to the yuppiÞ ed ’80s!”
New York Times review. 

It seems to me that the thoughts Jess 
Row had while writing this book were: 
“Let me shock them, let me embarrass 
them, let me display my erudition!”

The First Mates had a lot of fun decorating 
the club in late November. Manager Mike 
and his team made sure the club provided a 
nice luncheon for us in return -- not a bad gig 
overall! A few brave men even showed up to 
help us – Thank you to Scott, Gene, and Ivan! 
The real test will come in late December when 
we have to take it all down! Sigh! We will not 
be having a January meeting, but we will be 
back in force for our February 2nd Installation 
Luncheon on the upper deck. If you are not 
currently receiving the FM e-mail but would 
like to, please contact FM Secretary Kathy 
Smith at kmws@aol.com.  Thank you!



On December 2nd, the Fishing Fleet had the 
annual White Elephant Holiday dinner. Surf and 
Turf was prepared by chef Marco and was over 
the top, really good. Everyone commented on how 
much they enjoyed the lobster. Frank Hassel, our 
president, gave his thoughts on the past year and 
on events for 2024; while Graham Hebson discussed 
the upcoming Cabo trip and invited everyone to join 
in the fun at the end of January.

Get your new Þ shing 
license right after 
Jan.1. Because with 
the water colder out 
front, you can go deep 
Þ shing for a few bass, 
or give some serious 
thought to coming with 
the ß eet to Cabo: For 
sun, good Þ shing and a 
margarita for three.

On the Þ shing front, not too much is going on 
locally, but the surf Þ shing has been excellent when 
the sur is down. 

Remember that the 
rock cod season ends 
December 31st, so don’t 
get caught with a cod on 
your boat after that! 

After dinner, the White 
Elephant exchange was 
led by Gentile Smith. 
She did her usual 
fabulous job and lots of 
cool gifts were opened 
and stolen. Everyone 
went home with a 
treasure or a bottle 
to make the Holidays 
Brighter. Our next 
meeting will be the Þ rst 
Monday in February. No 
meeting in January!!!  
HappyHolidays and       
a Þ shy New Year!

Trophies were awarded as follows:

Opti High Point Jr. Div-1st Place: Ferdinand Wright
CFJ High Point 1st Place: Joaquin DesRochers
KHYC Junior Match Racing Trophy: Lili Brennan
Kinney Prpt’l Most Impr’vd Sailor: Kayden GrifÞ ths
Wilson Prpt’l Best Jr. Performance: Lili Brennan 
KHYF Sportsmanship Award: Parker Johnson
F.Boldt Prpt’l- Outst’ding Girl Sailor of 2023: Isla Cooper
KHYF Outst’ding Sailor of 2023: Kayla Spalding  

Congratulations to the trophy winners and our sincere 
thanks to all of our sailors and their families.                            

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for 2024!



The South Bay!




